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September 1956 



?h« 


sq. -ml* Antarctic continent, permanently ice-covered,. 


25X1 A9a 



barren and hostile, has bepn an area of limited interest to the wsrld Qe&h'* 

*• Gt/MtUMWtt/* 

powers since its discovery in IT72 , Exception s to tins general lack of 

interest include explorers, some scientists (particularly geologists, 

t 

geophysicists, meteorologists and oceanographers), and the maritime 
nations ( notably . ) 

whose whaling fleets have cruised the forbidding Antarctic coast 
regularly since ( in 1955, _ factory ships and catchers, 

. 6 * & — efJ 

tQ m rr ^ ^fax xxxx xxx ImiLxmtojaci^ 7 y ~c“ 

flying the flags of — nations, "harvest edT _____ te ws «y / ^whale in 

Antarctic waters). 

A. Other exceptions to this lack of interest* whose motivations range 
from national pride, through geographic propinq’iity, to hard-handed 
geopolitics, included GouetH *£*15 4>F ? 

1. Argentina and Chile - - (insert motivation) 

2. Australia and New Zealand - - (insert motivation) 
and Prance 

3. The UK[' (insert motivation) 


and; 


U. The OS and the USSR. 

B. Soviet activity in the Ant arc ti c dates from 
the following: 


and has included 


s 

1. Historically, Russian interest in the area stems from the / 

(Jfow fcuMcstfAvs**/ (Ifia-1I )_AT AtAAHOf K T* j 

etxpi oratory voyages P® ri 0(3 1 *** a ^ 1 

Russian place-names on the AntarctLc map. ^ mm 

Hlrf rw»t. hMln until last winter (the Antarctic "summer"). 
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T7 . This Scyiet Antarctic push began with tha arrival of the ww iima 


*Mb m f QfsbMch 

-at ■■■ in aw Sroanuti 


Soviet vessel? departed 


,ha last of such 


on IS March 1956, the USSR had delivered 


to tho frozen continent 355 scientific and support personnel, 40 vehicle-: 
six aircraft (ranging frost __ _____ to ) and over 3,003 ter 


of provisions, housing equipment and fuei, 

j. (Dt4B 4 

A. TWO permanent teases were established, at TUB BoAsT . /&*&& %€ a/ /u 
APTB/t 3 GtUMCHAUSOM'i 4*t> Th* Ofh&A. 14*U*S i^M/C , A/AM&k 

, . i fpr*"*"~~ ' Uou jIc aitd— e^ 

^ottee-M w rr )■ 




“draberr^rt^i 1 , an'b 


srtwnttflr lnsiaJiatiOM. 

1# When the last of the Soviet ships left Mirny/ . 9i co.i,t 
scientists, technicians and aides remained behind, to "winter 
over" until the arrival of the next supply expedition ( due in 
,:;J , 1957). * 

B. A description of these permanent bases gives some measure of the 
USSR’s wholehearted support of this Antarctic effort. 

1. Uimjy ( - t ra n e leii e a)^ * - - the main base — is loaated at 

a 

(see map). It can accomodate 100. There are ' barracks, 

three laboratories, fire scientific s. _ of the 

USSR’s six Antarctic aircraft are located there; as are 



of the 40 vehicles. Its winter complement numbers . The 

work to be done at Mirnyy includes 


i 


illir 


2* Vostok (translation) - - to be the South Geomagnetic Station 
Ue>r^ during the 1957-1958 International Geophysical Tear (IGY) - - 

It can accomodate' . There are _____ 

scientific s . 

■ff! F 1 . / r -$< 

‘ 0014-3 


rwf *, 

> is located at 

barracks, ____ laboratories and 


jpwdrxfc4iF arcRplesnamt Ofidjtft&ft 4 : CIA- 
vehicles and of its planes are loaated there. 
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?. Pionerskaya ("Pioneer"), an interior bass, is located r nrjj- ^ 


f, an altitude of 9,000 ft. (map;. 


It was established by a combination of air-lift sledge-train 
and can accomodate . Its buildings include 


and its winter, complement numbers 

x t boasts a ___ ft. airstrip. With the establishment of 
Pionerskaya, the USSR is able to claim the first interior 

e ' 

scientific station in the history of the Antarctic, 
its 

IIx. Frern/te*±x arrival in Jamary 1956 to the present, the Soviet 
Antarctic expedition has accomplished the following work: 

A. Air mapping: 


B. Marine charting: 


C. Ground reconnaissance and mapping: 


D. Geophysics (including 


1. Oceanography: 


F. Meteorology: 

If. i« <5 vm w&M v&Mj S&uikr hap /b wfji'iWTd 

Qhm> famt, j 

")j - proces s the Sovi et, ejtpedl tioa flsm> miles, covered 

v — "'T L wtsMgfMte&i, jtx/fzwn- 

miles on the ground, cruised _____ miles of seacoast and 


put Russian names to 


Antarctic terrain features 





A, ^UtfV&feety ffierhapa \t miish by th e csmiines i vt uracilem aeoooiitici 
/NVMTV&l&PS Religse 2001/08/14 : CIA-RDP79R00890A000800U10014^ 

• <* hy th e s e tf ef s ^ilijFfc e t the Soviet scientists also held four 
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ceremonial flag-raisings, and deposited duplicate records in 
flag-marked cairns at two other point# (map). 

B. As a footnote to this, • . Chairman of the Soviet 


Acadeny of Science's 'Council on Antarctic Research", in March 1956, 
made it a point to emphasise: 

1. Initial Russian discovery of Antarctica! 

2. Antarctica's Importance "in a strategic aspect"; 

3. Soviet "rejection" of the so-called "Sector" principle 
of various national claims to Antarctic territory; and 



4. Soviet insistence on a voice in any international division 
the 

of/ Antarctic.! 


It is noteworthy that all the Soviet activity here detailed has 


taken place before the official star£ of the International 

? 

Geophysical Tear (1957-5S). Hiring the IGT, the USSR plane even 


more ambitious undertakings. 

and perhaps seven ‘Z 

A. Six/ permanent stations will be established (v. 3 In 1956); 


B. Fifty or sixty "mobile" stations will be set up (v. 4 in 1956); 

C. Oi-the- ground reconnaissance is envisioned, from coast to Pole, 

along a 1,000-mile strfteh of coastline (from 70 to 1052; see map). 
YCinsert D.) 


B. Finally, some Soviet scientific detachments will remain in 
Antarctic* even after £he close of the Geophysical Tear^dft^R 



D. The scientific program (which, even in 1956, ei* raced a number 
of studies outside the scope of the IGT program) envisions 

research in ... , , 

and 


. : activities which no other IGT participant 
in Antarctica will pursue. 


the question of motivation arises. 
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*•;«* / .;bvi w; ' :*%“> i i teat’ n * $ 5 ' $ : h $?■•’* % 

dialing flee?, .. aftrj 

1956-57, * new vaiijel^Lre to be 






aa 




< . ■ iWB 






■ 

‘ Ktr 


■ > additional whalers 

2» report states ij 

T£- ; M ■ ' H « 

■ •.<■' ,rsnd* r • contt tract ion slh| 


» unfe^fst^trurtlon. . J ., U. 

the' USSR 5 s 

_ a:i cSELrcti:. WM 


jitix a 


• ppes^Li ly. .a." part cf th^ 3 K>r .•pregraic -and* p a & | ft| l |ty %*<» v* * 

i '' ’ ; At . . Jk mjBI. ‘ t 


with ccrtuterc . al whol 1 rtg .' •. : civil •>.• . 

4 . 5 ^ <?*? SaUtfr- tee- M&SM&X.* 


* .#§ s /. ■ *v 

) T4*e M*A wih& a? 


3 f <-- }-. tv» a >•*"-• 


pr unary mis 3 I 0 " ' ma ihsfco nar.c :•; c . f th% 


> ’• * ’i -i-w 


, North err* Sea Ucut* during the* annual , • la &eu^o.. 

/". of n aviso* 1.1 it 7 . 

A,|s-:or.d mot •; /at 1 or. combines economic and geopolitical considerate nsj. 
a§ follows. At prevent, despite a number cf national claims to "a* -tor-s” 
o| Antarctic territory (which the USSR opposes in principle) , . no nation 
actually has any idea of what it might pc-sseas - - in the way cf res 

I .; u . 1 ■ 

did mineral* of economic value - .. if .Its "sec to rf -claim was honor ac. . 

tr -■ ' •’, • ; v •" 

I, The; USSR* < heavy emphasis or. geologic surveying by its TGT ejsp'-diii •- 
% nieane that the Soviets have a good chance oft knowing what. If* 


of economic value 'underlies the 

% 

of activ 1 * y 0 


ft. ic e- cover In the Ir idea 


. „ Tnus, very claims the USSR may- make-, in an eventual parti tier of 
Antarctica among the power?, ar« likely to be based on knowledge 

r at her than speculation. 

■ ■ .; r .- ’’ . - - ■• 

There areljother fringe benefils which the U8SR will derive from its 

expeditions Know-how on cold weather operations, testing of high~lat itud- 

\ 1 

ive/lng and navigation techniques, and the like. All of these will 
. . it. ;\*V*ie Uf/.IFU . r.'. •<•.« i.»«, exi le or of it> o\t !! ' „ 
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‘ , • V . 

' « ; •• ffort i.i; in excels of that required. by the glaciolcgi- al progr 

c-f ahe. IGT) has applicability bu^de ^e^ealjn'-'of iptire science, ftft- ; 

■< W : I TOTS: 

, ii.|Taken in combination with similar >^3eaJ^h:in & progrose in thp r|i^ 
Soviet Arctic, these findings ax^V^tJ&ly^bji.pJrbvide Soviet , 

fti- ' . ft 4$ ft-/ ft ■ ^ ft , . ' .4# 

it* Scientists with ref ihementaf'"in ^feicr*||||ig^f size -and .{shape' 1fp|| 

of the earth if a substantially Ki^bir^«*deMthan those .available^! 

to Western scientists* -ft 

< ’ . ift;V . ‘ ft' 

2o Applicability of such refined data to the problem of long-range \ 

feuided missile operations would, of course, give the USSR a 
substantial advantage in this field of warfare. .* 
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